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PREFACE. 


PEACE  is  one  of  the  most  delightful 
provinces  in  the  Messiah's  Kingdom.  It 
is  free  for  all  his  subjects ;  and  it  should 
be  occupied  by  all  as  common  property. 
But,  alas  !  for  how  many  centuries  has  the 
majority  of  Christian's  abandoned  this 
blessed  region,  for  the  uncomfortable  and 
degrading  state  of  contention  and  war, 
which  in  fact  belongs  to  another  kingdom ! 

The  title  of  the  following  Catechism  is 
expressive  of  its  real  object.  It  is  design- 
ed to  promote  peace  on  earth,  and  good 
will  among  men,  by  teaching  the  young 
what  it  is  to  be,  in  temper  and  practice, 
the  disciples  of  the  Prince  of  peace. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  compiler,  to 
give  a  perspicuous  view  of  the  elements 
and  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion,  m 
a  manner  so  impartial,  scriptural,  and  in- 
offensive, that  no  Christian  parent  of  any 
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denomination,  may  find  any  reasonable 
objection  to  putting  this  tract  into  the 
hands  of  his  children. 

The  cause  of  peace  should  interest  every 
heart;  and  the  remarkable  unanimity 
which  has  recently  appeared  among  the 
ministers  of  religion,  must  be  a  source  of 
encouragement  to  all  who  cordially  pray 
for  the  peace  of  Zion,  and  the  peace  of  the 
world.  Could  we  also  see  Christian  pa- 
rents united  and  engaged  to  cultivate  in  the 
minds  of  their  children,  the  genuine  princi- 
ples and  spirit  of  peace,  the  prospects 
would  be  unspeakably  joyful  and  anima- 
ting. For,  in  such  a  case,  the  God  of 
peace  would  not  withhold  his  blessing. 

Should  this  tract  prove  acceptable  to  the 
friends  of  peace,  the  writer  intends,  as  soon 
as  health  and  leisure  will  permit,  to  present 
to  the  publick,  a  selection  of  pieces  adapt- 
ed to  the  use  of  schools,  to  be  entitled  The 
Humane  Instructer. 

The  extensive  and  liberal  approbation, 
which  has  already  been  given  to  the  pub- 
lications in  favour  of  peace,  demands  the 
grateful  acknowledgements  of 
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PART  I. 

Q.  What  is  the  best  boolc  in  the  world  ? 
A.  The  Bible. 

Q.  What  does  the  Bible  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  Bible  teaches  us  what  we  should 
think  of  God,  our  Maker,  and  what  we 
must  do  to  please  him,  and  to  be  happy 
for  ever. 

Q.  What  does  the  Bible  say  of  God? 

A.  The  Bible  says,  that  God  is  a  spirit; 
that  he  is  great  and  good,  wise  and  pow- 
erful, just  and  holy,  very  pitiful,  and  of 
tender  mercy. 

Q.  Is  God  our  Father 

¥4.  He  is  the  Father  of  us  all ;  and  from 
hini  cometh  down  every  good  and  perfect 
gift. 
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Q.  If  God  is  so  great  and  good  a  Fa- 
ther, should  we  not  love  him  with  all  the 
heart  ? 

A.  We  should  "love  him  with  all  the 
heart,  with  all  the  understanding,  and  all 
the  strength." 

Q*  If  we  all  have  one  Father,  should 
we  not  love  one  another,  and  live  as 
hrethren  ? 

A.  We  should  love  our  neighbours  as 
ourselves,  and  do  good  to  all  as  we  have 
opportunity. 

Q.  Have  we  not  then  all  gone  astrati 
from  God?  J 

A.  "  All  we  like  sheep  have  gone  as- 
tray" by  sin. 

Q.  What  is  sin? 

A.  Sin  is  a  transgression  of  God's  law. 

Q.  What  is  the  wages  of  sin  ? 

A.  "The  wages  of  sin  is  death." 

Q.  Is  there  any  way  in  which  sinners 
may  be  saved? 

A.  There  is  a  way  revealed  in  the  gos- 
pel. 

Q.  Where  may  the  gospel  be  found? 

A.  In  the  New  Testament. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  the  gospel? 
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A.  Good  news  of  peace  and  salvation 
for  sinners. 

•  Q.  By  whom  did  God  send  this  blessed 
news  ? 

A.  ff  God  sent  to  the  children  of  Israel, 
preaching  peace  by  Jesus  Christ/* 

Q.  Who  is  Jesus  Christ  ? 

A.  «  The  Son  of  the  living  God." 

Q.  What  was  the  song  of  angels  ivhen. 
Jesus  was  born  ? 

A.  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
on  earth  peace;  good  will  towards  men." 
Q.  Why  was  the  Son  of  God  calVd  Jesus? 

A.  Because  Jesus  signified  Saviour, 
and  "the  Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the 
Saviour  of  the  World." 

Q.  Why  teas  he  called  the  Christ,  or, 
the  Messiah? 

A.  These  titles  signify  the  anointed* 

Q.  Who  anointed  Jesus  ? 

A.  "  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  with  power." 

Q.  What  did  Jesus  do  after  he  was 
anointed? 

A.  He  went  about  doing  good,  healing 
the  sick,  the  lame,  and  the  blind,  and 
preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy. 
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PART  II. 

Q.  Is  the  Son  of  God  a  Prince  ? 

A.  He  is  "the  Prince  of  life,"  and  "  the 
Prince  of  peace." 

Q.  Why  is  he  called  the  Prince  of  life  ? 

A.  Because  he  "hath  abolished  death, 
and  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light." 

Q.  How  has  he  done  all  this  ? 

A.  He  preached  the  words  of  eternal 
life;  he  died  for  our  offences,  and  was 
raised  again  for  our  justification. 

Q.  Who  raised  him  from  the  dead? 

A.  "  The  God  of  peace  brought  again 
from  the  dead,  the  Lord  Jesus,"  and  "ex- 
alted him  with  his  own  right  hand,  to  be  a 
Prince  and  a  Saviour." 

Q.  Did  Christ  teach  his  disciples  that 
they  should  rise  from  the  dead? 

A.  He  said  "All  that  are  in  their 

graves  shall  hear  his  voice  and  come  forth." 

Q.  Is  Jesus  the  author  of  salvatiou  to 
all  men  ? 

A.  "Being  made  perfect,  he  became 
the  author  of  eternal  salvation  to  all  them 
that  obey  bim." 

Q.  What  will  become  of  us  after  being 
raised  from  the  dead? 
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A.  "We  must  all  stand  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  Christ ;"  and  then  every  one 
will  be  rewarded  according  to  his  works. 

Q.  What  will  Christ  then  say  to  good 
people  ? 

A.  "Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Father, 
inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world." 

Q.  What  will  he  say  to  the  wicked? 

A.  "  Depart  ye  cursed  into  everlasting 
fire." 

Q.  What  will  he  say  to  those  who  have 
professed  to  be  his  friends,  but  have  not 
obeyed  his  commands  ? 

A.  lie  will  say  to  them,  "  I  never  knew 
you  i  depart  from  me,  ye  that  work  ini- 
quity." 

Q.  Why  is  our  Saviour  called  the 
Prince  of  peace  ? 

A.  Because  "  we  have  peace  with  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;"  we  "  are 
reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son," 
&  his  gospel  is  6  the  word  of  reconciliation.' 

Q.  On  what  other  accounts  may  he  be 
called  the  Prince  of  peace  ? 

A.  He  set  the  example  of  a  peace-ma- 
ker 5  his  kingdom  is  "  righteousness  and 
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peace,"  and  by  his  precepts  he  requires  all 
his  disciples  to  6  follow  peace  with  all  men.' 

Q.  What  did  Christ  tell  the  Jews  that 
they  must  do  "to  work  the  work  of  God?" 

A.  "This,"  said  he,  "is  the  work  of 
God,  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he 
hath  sent." 

Q.  What  kind  of  'faith ,  or  belief  does 
the  gospel  require  $ 

A.  A  "faith  that  worketh  by  love,  and 
purifieth  the  heart." 

Q.  For  what  end  did  Christ  give  his 
life  for  us? 

A.  That  he  might  "redeem  us  from  all 
iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works." 

Q.  Do  we  then  purchase  eternal  life  by 
good  works  ? 

A.  "Eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

Q.  What  does  the  grace  o  f  God,  which 
bringcth  salvation,  teach  us? 

A.  "  The  grace  of  God  which  bringeth 
salvation,  teacheth  us,  that  denying  all  un- 
godliness and  worldly  lust,  we  should  live 
soberly,  righteously,  and  godly,  in  this 
present  world." 
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PART  III. 

Q.  How  did  Christ  treat  little  child- 
ren f 

A.  He  kindly  u  took  them  into  his  arms 
and  blessed  them." 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  those  who  for- 
bade little  children  to  be  brought  to  him  % 

A.  He  rebuked  them,  saying,  "  Suffer 
the  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
forbid  them  not;  for  of  such  is  the  King- 
dom of  Heaven." 

Q.  What  docs  the  gospel  require  of 
children  iawards  their  parents  ? 

A.  "  Children  obey  your  parents  in  the 
Lord;  for  this  is  right.  Honour  thy  fa- 
ther and  thy  mother,  that  it  may  be  well 
with  thee,  and  that  thou  mayest  live  long 
upon  the  earth." 

Q.  What  is  said  to  parents  or  fathers  ? 

A.  "  Fathers,  provoke  not  your  child- 
ren to  wrath;  but  bring  them  up  in  the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord." 

Q.  What  is  said  to  servants  ? 

A.  "  Servants,  be  obedient  to  them  that 
are  your  masters,  with  good  will  doing  ser- 
vice, as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men." 

Q.  What  is  said  to  masters  f 
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A.  u  Ye  masters,  do  the  same  thing  to 
servants,  forbearing  threatening,  knowing 
that  your  Master  is  in  Heaven. " 

Q.  What  is  said  to  husbands  ? 

A.  "  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  even 
as  Christ  loved  the  church,  and  gave  him- 
self for  it :  Let  each  of  you  in  particular, 
so  love  his  wife  even  as  himself." 

Q.  What  is  said  to  the  wife  ? 

A.  "  Let  the  wife  see  that  she  reverence 
her  husband/'5 

Q.  What  is  said  to  icivcs  who  have 
wicked  husbands? 

A.  u  Wives,  be  in  subjection  to  your 
own  husbands,  that  if  any  obey  not  the 
word,  they  may  without  the  w  ord  be  won 
by  the  good  conversation  of  the  wives, 
while  they  behold  your  chaste  conversa- 
tion, coupled  with  fear." 

Q.  What  is  the  golden  rule  to  be  ob- 
served by  all  the  followers  of  Christ  f 

A.  "AH  things  whatsoever  ye  would 
that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye  even 
so  unto  them." 

Q.  What  commandment  did  Vhrist 
give  to  his  disciples  in  respect  to  loving 
one  another? 
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A.  "  This,  (said  he,)  is  my  command- 
ment, that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have 
loved  you" 

Q  By  what  sign  did  he  tell  them  that 
men  should  know  that  they  were  his  dis<* 
ciples  ? 

A.  "  By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to 
another." 

Q.  What  other  sign  of  friendship  to 
him  did  he  mention  ? 

A.  He  said,  "  Then  are  ye  my  friends, 
if  ye  do  whatsoever  I  command  you." 

Q.  What  did  Christ  say  concerning 
men's  forgiving  one  another? 

A.  He  said,  "  forgive,  and  ye  shall  be 
forgiven  and  he  taught  his  disciples  to 
pray,  "  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us." 

Q.  What  reason  did  he  give  for  this 
duty? 

A.  "For  if  ye  forgive  men  their  tres* 
passes,  your  Heavenly  Father  will  forgive 
your  trespasses;  but  if  ye  forgive  not  men 
their  trespasses,  neither  will  your  Heaven- 
ly Father  forgive  your  trespasses." 

Q.  What  did  he  say  of  idle  words? 
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A.  "For  every  idle  word  that  men  shall 
speak,  they  shall  give  account  in  the  day 
of  judgement." 

Q.  Did  he  say  any  tiling  against  calU 
ing  ill  names  f 

A.  He  said,  "  Whosoever  shall  say 
to  his  brother  Raca>  shall  be  in  danger 
of  the  council;  but  whosoever  shall 
say  thou  foolj  shall  be  in  danger  of  hell 
fire." 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  commandment 
against  swearing  ? 

A.  He  said,  "  Swear  not  at  all." 

Q.  What  is  said  in  the  gospel  against 
tying? 

A.  "  Lie  not  one  to  another." 

Q.  What  is  said  against  evil  speaking 
or  slander  ? 

A.  "  Speak  not  evil  one  of  another." 

Q.  What  is  said  of  revenge y  or  render- 
ing evil  for  evil? 

A.  "  Recompense  to  no  man  evil  for 
evil— avenge  not  yourselves." 

Q.  What  reason  is  given  for  this  com* 
rnand  ? 

A.  "For  it  is  written,  vengeance  h 
mine,  and  I  will  repay ?  saith  the  Lord." 
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Q.  Did  Christ  render  evil  for  evil,  qt 
shoio  a  revengeful  spirit  ? 

A.  "When  he  was  reviled,  he  reviled 
not  again  ;  when  he  suffered,  he  threaten- 
ed not,  but  committed  himself  to  him  who 
judgeth  righteously." 

Q.  Did  he  show  a  forgiving  temper  to- 
wards his  enemies  ? 

A.  While  on  the  cross  he  prayed  for 
them,  "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do." 

Q.  How  did  he  say  that  ice  should  treat 
our  enemies  ? 

A.  He  said,  "Love  your  enemies  ;-~ 
bless  them  that  curse  you;  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  that 
daspitefully  use  you  and  persecute  you." 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  persuade  peo^ 
pie  to  be  humble  ? 

A.  "  He  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be 
exalted ;  but  he  that  exalteth  himself  shall 
be  abased." 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  induce  people 
to  learn  of  him  ? 

A.  He  said,  "Learn  of  me;  for  I  am 
meek  and  lowly  of  heart,  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  to  your  souls*" 
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PART  IV. 

Q.  What  did  Christ  say  of  the  poor 
in  spirit  f 

A.  "  Blessed  are  the  pflor  in  spirit ;  for 
theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  God." 

Q.  What  of  mourners  ? 

A.  "  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn  5  for 
they  shall  be  comforted." 

Q.  What  of  the  meek? 

A.  "Blessed  are  the  meek;  for  they 
shall  inherit  the  earth." 

Q.  What  of  the  mercif  ul  ? 

A.  "  Blessed  are  the  merciful  5  for  they 
shall  obtain  mercy." 

Q.  What  of  the  pure  in  heart  ? 

A.  "  Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart;  for 
they  shall  see  God." 

Q.  What  of  peace-makers  ? 

A.  "  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers ;  for 
they  shall  be  called  the  sons  of  God." 

Q.  Did  Christ  also  say,  Blessed  are 
the  proud,  the  passionate  and  revengeful, 
the  unmerciful,  and  the  war-makers  ? 

A.  There  are  no  such  passages  in  the 
gospel. 

Q.  Whence  cometh  contentions  and 
wars  among  men  ? 
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A.  a  Only  by  pride  cometh  contention/5 
and  war  springs  from  the  wicked  lusts  and 
passions  of  men. 


PART  V. 

Q.  What  does  the  gospel  say  of  that 
love  or  charity,  without  which  we  are  no- 
thing ? 

A.  "  Charity  suffereth  long  and  is  kind ; 
charity  envieth  not — vaunteth  not  itself — 
is  not  puffed  up — doth  not  behave  itself 
unseemly — seeketh  not  her  own — is  not 
easily  provoked." 

Q.  Is  such  the  temper  with  which  men 
make  war,  fight,  and  destroy  one  ano- 
ther? 

A.  It  cannot  be. 

Q.  What  is  said  of  the  fruit  of  the 
•spirit? 

A.  "  The  fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love,  joy, 
peace,  long  suffering,  gentleness,  goodness, 
faith,  meekness,  temperance." 

Q.  Is  such  the  fruit  of  the  war  spirit  ? 

A.  Certainly  not ;  but  the  contrary  in 
almost  every  particular. 

Q.  What  is  said  of  the  wisdom  which 
is  from  above  ? 

B 
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A.  "The  wisdom  that  is  from  above,  is 
first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  easy  to  be 
entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits> 
without  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy." 

Q.  What  is  the  war  wisdom,  when 
compared  with  the  wisdom  which  is  from 
above ? 

A.  The  war  wisdom  whkh  is  from  be- 
neath, is  first  impure,  then  contentious, 
passionate,  unrelenting,  full  of  malignity 
and  evil  fruits,  partial  and  hypocritical. 

Q.  What  does  the  gospel  say  is  pure 
and  undefiled  religion  ? 

A.  "  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before 
God,  even  the  Father,  is  this — to  visit  the 
fatherless  and  the  widow  in  their  affliction, 
and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the 
world." 

Q.  Is  that  also  pure  and  undefiled  reli- 
gion which  wantonly  makes  widows  and 
orphans,  and  subjects  them  to  mourning 
and  wo  ? 

A.  Surely  it  is  not. 

Q.  How  far  does  the  gospel  say  that 
we  should  try  to  live  peaceably  ? 

A.  It  says, "  If  it  be  possible,  as  much  as 
lieth  in  you;  live  peaceably  with  all  men." 
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Q.  What  is  said  of  Christ's  suffering 
for  us j  as  an  example  ? 

A.  "  Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving 
us  an  example,  that  we  should  follow  his 
steps." 

Q.  Must  we  then  have  the  humble  spirit 
of  Christ  to  be  his  disciples  ? 

A.  The  gospel  says,  "  Let  this  mind  be 
in  you,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus," 
and  "If  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of 
Christ,  he  is  none  of  his." 

Q.  What  is  said  of  him  who  hateth  his 
brother ? 

A.  "He  that  hateth  his  brother  is  a 
murderer;  and  ye  know  that  no  murderer 
hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him." 

Q.  Who  is  meant  by  a  brother  ? 

A.  As  God  is  the  Father  of  us  all,  every 
man  is  my  brother,  whether  he  is  a  friend 
©r  a  foe. 

Q.  Is  it  then  murderous  to  hate  our 
foes9  or  those  who  hate  us? 

A.  It  is  both  murderous  &  antichristian. 
Q.  Why  is  it  murderous  ? 
A.  Because  hatred  would  murder,  were 
(here  nothing  to  restrain  it. 
Q,  Why  is  it  antichristian  ? 
B* 
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A.  Because  it  is  against  both  the  precepts 
&  example  of  Christ,  who  "died  the  just  for 
tiie  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God." 

Q.  Is  not  hatred  to  our  fellow  men  also 
of  an  ungodly  nature  ? 

A.  It  is  unlike  to  God. 

Q.  How  does  this  appear  ? 

A.  While  two  men,  or  two  nations,  are 
hating  each  other,  God  is  showing  favonr 
to  both,  although  they  have  sinned,  and 
are  still  sinning,  against  him. 

Q.  What  other  reason  can  we  give  whj 
hatred  between  men  is  ungodly  ? 

A.  "God  is  love;"  and  he  so  loved  sin- 
ful men  that  he  sent  his  Son  to  save  them 
from  deserved  punishment.  Hatred  would 
not  have  done  this. 

Q.  What  can  we  do  to  avoid  hating 
those  who  hate  us,  and  treat  us  ill? 

A.  We  can  meditate  on  God's-  kindness 
to  us,  and  to  the  evil  and  unthankful;  we 
can  think  how  displeasing  it  must  be  to  our 
heavenly  Father  to  see  his  children  hating 
and  destroying  one  another;  and  we  can 
pray  him  to  guide  us  by  his  spirit,  and  to 
dispose  us  to  love  one  another,  as  Christ 
loved  sinners,  when  he  laid  down  his  life 
for  our  salvation. 
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PART  VI. 

Q.  What  would  be  the  state  of  man- 
kind in  this  world,  if  all  of  them  should 
become  true  followers  of  Christ? 

A.  The  nations  would  learn  war  no 
more ;  peace  would  prevail  in  every  land, 
in  every  society,  and  every  family ;  and 
the  world  would  be  filled  with  love  and 
harmony. 

Q.  Would  not  this  be  a  very  happy 
state  of  things  ? 

A.  Very  happy  indeed. 

Q.  What  then  should  parents  do  that 
such  a  happy  time  may  come  ? 

A.  They  should  pray  fervently  for  it; 
they  should  learn  of  Christ  to  be  meek  and 
humble,  and  they  should  teach  their  child- 
ren, by  precept  and  example,  to  be  disci- 
ples of  him  who  "  died  for  all." 

Q.  What  should  children  do? 

A.  They  should  seek  the  Lord  while 
young,  and  study  to  know  and  do  his  will 
in  all  things ;  they  should  learn  to  be  kind 
and  peaceable  one  to  another,  avoid  strife, 
and  be  more  ready  to  suffer  wrong,  than 
to  do  wrong. 

Q.  What  should  ministers  do9 ^ 
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A.  They  should  imbibe  the  spirit,  and 
set  the  example,  of  peace  makers ;  they 
should  show  to  mankind  the  dreadful  na- 
ture of  warring  passions,  and  prove  their 
love  to  Christ  and  his  gospel,  by  preaching 
as  he  preached,  by  walking  as  he  walked^ 
and  by  loving  as  he  loved. 

Q.  What  should  rulers  do  to  avoid  war  ? 

A.  They  should  become  followers  in- 
deed of  the  Prince  of  peace;  they  should 
rule  over  men  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  do 
unto  others  as  they  would  that  others 
should  do  unto  them  ;  they  should  regard 
the  command,  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill,"  and 
be  more  ready  to  lay  down  their  own  lives 
to  preserve  peace,  than  to  sacrifice  the 
lives  of  others  by  making  war. 


A  Dialogue. — Dion  and  Maximilian, 

Dion  was  a  Roman  proconsul.  Maxi- 
milian was  a  young  Christian,  about  20 
years  old.  He  was  brought  before  Dion 
to  be  enrolled  and  marked  as  a  Soldier. 
The  conversation  between  them  is  abridg- 
ed from  Mr.  Clarkson,  and  thrown  into  the 
form  of  a  Dialogue, 
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Dion.  What  is  thy  name  ? 

Maximil.  Why  wouldst  thou  know  my 
iiame  ?  I  am  a  Christian,  and  cannot  fight* 

£>.  Who  has  persuaded  thee  to  act  thus  ? 

ill.  My  own  mind,  &  He  who  called  me. 

D.  Take  thy  arms  and  receive  the  mark. 

M.  I  can  receive  no  such  mark  ;  I  have 
already  the  mark  of  Christ. 

D.  I  will  send  thee  quickly  to  thy  Christ. 

M.>  Thou  may  est  do  so,  but  the  glory 
will  be  mine. 

D.  Take  thy  arms  and  receive  the  mark, 
or  thou  shalt  suffer  a  miserable  death. 

M.  But  I  shall  not  perish ;  my  name  is 
already  enrolled  with  Christ. 

D.  Consider,  then,  thy  youth,  and  bear 
arms.  The  profession  of  arms  becomes  a 
young  man. 

M.  My  arms  are  with  the  Lord — I  can- 
not fight  for  any  earthly  consideration.  I 
am  now  a  Christian. 

D.  Take  thy  arms;  despise  not  the 
profession  of  a  soldier,  lest  thou  perish 
miserably. 

M.  I  shall  not  perish;  if  I  should  leave 
the  world,  my  soul  will  live  with  Christ 
Jhe  Lord. 
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D.  Maximilian!  because  thou  hast  with 
a  rebellious  spirit,  refused  to  bear  arms, 
thou  art  to  die  by  the  sword. 

M.  Thanks  be  to  God. 

Maximilian  was  executed  according  to 
the  sentence  of  Dion,  aged  twenty  years^ 
three  months  and  seventeen  days.  He  was 
not  afraid  to  die;  but  he  was  afraid  to  be 
an  instrument  in  killing  others.  He  was 
not  afraid  to  suffer,  but  he  was  afraid  to  sin*. 


Proofs  that  the  early  Christians  denied 
the  lawfulness  of  war,  and  would  not 
fight. 

The  following  extracts  are  taken  from 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Thomas  Clarkson,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  philanthropists 
of  the  present  age. 

"  Every  christian  writer  of  the  second 
century,  who  notices  the  subject,  makes  it 
unlawful  for  christians  to  bear  arms." 

"  Justin,  the  Martyr,  considers  War  as 
unlawful.  He  makes  the  devil  <  the  au- 
thor of  all  ivarsS  " 

6i  Tatian  speaks  precisely  in  the  same 
terms  on  the  same  subject." 


The  opinion  of  Clemens  of  Alexandria, 
was  "  decisive  against  war." 

Tertullian,  next  in  order  of  time,  in  his 
"  Soldier's  Garland,"  writes  thus — "  Caa 
a  soldier's  life  be  lawful,  when  Christ  has 
pronounced,  that  he  who  lives  by  the 
sword,  shall  perish  by  the  sword  ?  Can 
one  who  professes  the  peaceable  doctrine 
of  the  gospel  be  a  soldier,  when  it  is  his 
duty  not  so  much  as  to  go  to  law  ?  And 
shall  he,  who  is  not  to  revenge  his  own 
wrongs,  be  instrumental  in  bringing  others 
into  chains,  imprisonment,  torment  and 
death?" 

Cyprian,  in  speaking  on  this  subject, 
says — "When  a  single  murder  is  commit- 
ted, it  shall  be  deemed,  perhaps,  a  crime; 
but  that  crime  shall  commence  a  virtue, 
when  committed  under  the  shelter  of  pub- 
lick  authority;  so  that  punishment  is  not 
rated  according  to  the  measure  of  guilt,  but 
the  more  enormous  the  size  of  the  wicked- 
ness is,  so  much  the  greater  is  the  chance 
for  impunity." 

Lactantius  says,  "  It  can  never  be  law- 
ful for  a  righteous  man  to  go  to  war,  whose 
warfare  is  in  righteousness  itself." 
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"The  names  of  Origin,  Archelaus,  Am- 
brose, Chrysostom,  Jerome,  and  Cyril, 
may  be  added,  as  persons  w  ho  gave  it  as 
their  decided  opinion,  that  it  was  unlawful 
for  Christians  to  go  to  war." 

The  early  Christian  writers  believed 
that  "  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  which  stated 
that  men  should  turn  their  swords  into 
ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning 
hooks,  was  then  in  the  act  of  completion." 

Thus  says  Justin,  "  That  the  prophecy 
is  fulfilled,  you  have  good  reason  to  believe ; 
for  we  who,  in  times  past,  killed  one  ano- 
ther, do  not  now  fight  our  enemies." 

In  support  of  the  same  opinion,  Irenius 
says,  "The  Christians  have  changed  their 
swords  and  their  lances  into  instruments  of 
peace,  and  they  know  not  how  to  fight." 

Tertullian  pleads  that  "the  prophecy 
had  been  accomplished,  as  far  as  the  prac- 
tice of  every  individual  is  concerned,  to 
whom  it  is  applicable." 

Now,  is  it  possible  that  this  opinion 
could  have  prevailed,  if  the  Christians  had 
not  refused  to  engage  in  war  ?  From  what 
possible  ground  could  the  opinion  have  re- 
sulted but  this,  that  the  Christian  would 
not  fight? 
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Besides,  "Celsus,  who  lived  at  the  end 
of  the  second  century,  attacked  the  Chris-* 
tian  religion.  He  made  it  one  of  his  char- 
ges against  the  Christians,  that  they  had 
refused  to  bear  arms  for  the  Emperour, 
even  in  the  case  of  necessity"  He  told 
them  farther,  "that  if  the  rest  of  the  Em- 
pire  were  of  their  opinion,  it  would  soon  be 
overrun  by  barbarians." 

This  was  indeed  the  testimony  of  an  en- 
emy. But  Origin  replied  to  Celsus;  and 
"in  his  answer,  admits  the  fact  as  stated 
by  Celsus,  that  the  Christians  would  not 
bear  arms,  and  justifies  them  for  refusing 
the  practice,  on  the  principle  of  the  unlaw- 
fulness of  war."  What  possible  facts  could 
be  more  decisive  than  these,  to  show  how 
the  early  Christians  understood  the  laws 
of  Christ  ? 


SELECTED  POETRY  FOR  CHILDREN. 
CHRIST'S  EXAMPLE. 

And  is  the  gospel  peace  and  love  ? 
Such  let  our  conversation  be, 

The  serpent  blended  with  the  dove, 
Wisdom  and  meek  simplicity. 
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Whene'er  the  angry  passions  rise, 
And  tempt  our  thoughts  or  tongues  to  strife  > 

To  Jesus  let  us  lift  our  eyes, 
Bright  pattern  of  the  Christian's  life. 

O  how  benevolent  and  kind  ! 
How  mild — how  ready  to  forgive! 

Be  this  the  temper  of  our  mind, 
And  these  the  rules  by  which  we  live. 

To  do  his  heavenly  Father's  will, 
Was  his  employment  and  delight; 

Humility  and  holy  zeal 
Shone  through  his  life  divinely  bright. 

Dispensing  good  where  e'er  he  came, 
The  labours  of  his  life  were  love; 

Then  if  we  bear  the  Saviour's  name, 
By  his  example  let  us  move. 

THE  SAILORS  ORPHAN  BOY. 
Stay,  Lady — stay,  for  mercy's  sake, 

And  hear  a  helpless  orphan's  tale ; 
Ah  !  sure  my  looks  mi^st  pity  wake — 

'Tis  want  that  makes  my  cheeks  so  pale. 
Yet  I  was  once  a  mother's  pride, 

And  my  brave  father's  hope  aed  joy ; 
But  in  the  Nile's  proud  fight  he  died, 

And  I  am  now  an  Orphan  Boy. 
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Poor  foolish  child,  how  pleased  was  I, 

When  news  of  Nelson's  victory  camc? 
Along  the  crowded  streets  to  fly, 

And  see  the  lighted  windows  flame. 
To  force  me  home  my  mother  sought  3 

She  could  not  bear  to  see  my  joy, 
For  with  my  father's  life  'twas  bought, 

And  made  me  a  poor  Orphan  Boy. 
The  people's  shouts  were  long  and  loud  5 

My  mother,  shuddering,  closed  her  ears. 
"Rejoice,  rejoice,"  still  cried  the  crowd; 

My  mother  answered  with  her  tears. 
"  Oh !  why  do  tears  steal  down  your  cheek" 

Cried  I,  "  while  others  showt  for  joy  ?"  j 
She  kissed  me,  and,  with  accents  weak, 

She  called  me  her  poor  Orphan  Boy. 

"  What  is  an  Orphan  Boy,"  I  said — 

When  suddenly  she  gasped  for  breath, 
And  her  eyes  closed — I  shrieked  for  aid  5 

But  ah !  her  eyes  were  closed  in  death. 
My  hardships  since,  I  will  not  tell  ; 

But  now  no  more  a  parent's  joy, 
Ah !  Lady,  I  have  learnt  too  well, 

What  'tis  to  be  an  Orphan  Boy. 

Oh !  were  I  by  your  bounty  fed — 
Nay,  gentle  Lady,  do  not  chide; 
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Trust  me,  I  mean  to  earn  my  bread, 
The  Sailors  Orphan  Boy  has  pride. 

Lady,  you  weep — what  is't  you  say  ? 
You'll  give  me  clothing,  food,  employ  5 

Look  down,  dear  parents,  look  and  see 
Your  happy,  happy  Orphan  Boy, 

The  Ten  Commandments. 

Adore  no  other  God  but  me, 
To  no  vain  idol  bow  the  knee, 
Take  not  my  sacred  name  in  vain, 
My  Sabbath  thou  shalt  not  profane, 
Obey  thy  parents,  this  is  good, 
Forbear  to  shed  a  brother's  blood, 
From  unchaste  deeds  and  thoughts  abstain, 
And  neither  rob  nor  steal  for  gain, 
Abhor  all  slander,  live  above  it, 
What  is  thy  neighbour's  never  covet. 

Great  God,  with  wonder  and  with  praise, 

On  all  thy  works  I  look ; 
But  still  thy  wisdom  and  thy  grace, 

Shine  brightest  in  thy  book. 
The  stars  that  in  their  courses  roll, 

Have  much  instruction  given  5 
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But  thy  good  word  informs  my  soul, 

How  I  may  climb  to  Heaven. 
The  fields  provide  me  food,  and  show 

The  goodness  of  the  Lord; 
But  fruits  of  life  and  glory  grow 

Tn  thy  most  holy  word. 
Here  are  my  choicest  treasures  hid5 

Here  my  best  comfort  lies; 
Here  my  desires  are  satisfied, 

And  hence  my  hopes  arise. 
Then  let  me  love  my  Bible  more, 

And  take  a  fresh  delight ; 
By  dvay  to  read  these  wonders  o'er, 

And  meditate  by  night. 


SWEAR  NOT  AT  ALL. 
It  chills  my  blood  to  hear  the  blest  Supreme^ 
Rudely  appealed  to,  on  each  trifling  theme. 
Maintain  your  rank,  vulgarity  despise; 
To  swear  is  neither,  brave,  polite,  nor  wise: 
You  would  not  swear  upon  a  bed  of  death ; 
Reflect !  your  Maker  now  could  stop  your  breath* 

BE  KIND  TO  BRUTES. 
A  man  of  kind  ire  $4  to  his  beast  is  kind  ; 
But  brutal  actions  show  a  brutal  mind. 
Remember,  He  who  made  thee,  made  the  brute ; 
Who  gave  thee  speech  h  reason,  form ?d  him  mute> 
Me  cxu*'t  complaiu ;  bat  God's  omniscient  eye 
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Beholds  thy  cruelty;  he  hears  his  cry. 

He  was  designed  thy  servant  and  thy  drudge  ; 

But  know,  that  his  Creator  is  thy  Judge. 

MORAL  PRECEPTS* 
Speak  peace:  where  discord  reigns,  appease  the 
And,  for  revenge,  persist  in  doing  good  [flood, 
Let  proper  objects  never  want  a  tear ; 
Excuse  mistakes — in  friendship  be  sincere. 
If  anger  kindles,  check  th'  impetuous  flame ; 
Nor  let  your  tongue  traduce  an  absent  name. 

The  Prayer  taught  by  our  Lord. 
Father  of  all,  enthroned  in  Heaven, 
Due  reverence  to  thy  name  be  given ; 
Thy  kingdom  come,  thy  will  be  done, 
In  Heaven,  on  earth,  in  both  as  one. 
Give  us  the  food  we  need  to  day ; 
Forgive  our  sins,  we  humbly  pray  ; 
As  we  to  men  forgiveness  show, 
So  let  thy  pardoning  mercy  flow. 
From  dangerous  snares  preserve  us  free; 
When  tempted,  may  we  trust  in  thee; 
Deliverance  grant  from  harm  and  sin, 
From  foes  without,  and  lusts  within. 
The  kingdom  and  the  power  are  thine; 
To  thee  be  glory  all  divine; 
While  saints  immortal  songs  shall  raise, 
We'll  say  "  Amen,"  and  join  the  praise. 


